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By h"ll-.' Hurl Higinelearnal & Couriar
Bob Suiter Jr. stands Monday in an area on one of his farm plots near Earl

Park that will have a wind turbine. He expects his arrange

Benton County landscape changes
slowly as wind farms take root /-

By DAN SHAW Benton Wind Farm. The copipany
dshaw @ ournalandcouriercorm is undertaking preliminary work on
the sites — setting concrete founda-

Some Benton County farmers have  tions for the turbines, building roads

 cut down part of their crops to make  to them and running electrical cables
- way for the wind turbines a company  there.
- is building on their land. The eonstruction began in late

July, Orion plans to start selling elec-
tricity from the wind farm in May, he
said,

The company is leasing the sites on
which the turbines will stand from
about 100 landowners, Hunt said.
The landowners can expect to make
from $5,000 to $10,000 a yvear from
the agreements, according to Orion.

Suiter said he receives a flat fee for
renting his land. Any pavments be-
vond that will be proportionate to the
amount of power generated by the

See WIND, Page A8

| Bob Suiter Jr. said Orion Energy
Group is erecting three of the tur-
bines, which generate electricity, on
 two pieces of land where he farms
" corn and sovbeans in northwest Ben-
- ton County. The turbines take up
- about a third of an acre, and the com-
pany is compensating Suiter for the
Crops it removes.

“It didn't make any difference
whether it was Harvested or not” he
said. “They still go in and do it”

Turner Hunt, an Orion project
manager, said Orion plans to build 87
| wind turbines in what it is calling the

ment with Orion En- /¢
ergy Group to be lucrative. VI wnuldn"t be doing it if | didn"t think so,” he sald. 4
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turbines. He expects the lease
to be lucrative,

“1 wouldn't be doing it if I
didn’t think s0,” he said.

Duke Energy, one of the
largest electric compandes in
the United States, has agreed
to buy up to 100 megawatts of
the 130 megawatts the Benton
Wind Farm can generate at
any given time.

Hunt said other companies
want to purchase power from
the wind farm, but he declined
to name them.

Orion is not the only com-
pany that plans to have tur-
bines in Benton County. BP
Alternative Energy of Houston
is looking at building Fowler
Ridge Wind Farm in several
townships in the county. The
company has agreed to sell up
to 200 megawatts of electric-
ity from those turbines to sub-
sidiaries of American Electric
Power of Columbus, Ohio.

And enXcoof North Palm

Wind power

Turbines far the Benton Wind
Farm are planned for York and
Richland townships in Benton
Caunty:

J Thomas Maxtieids
Journal & Caurler

a4 wind farm named “Indiana
Winds"inBenton County.Hunt
said Orion studied the winds
in several nearby counties be-
fore it decided to build the tur-
bines in Benton County, which
it has been working in for four
VEears.

He declined to comment
about whether Orion is look-
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